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Introduction to Copyright
What is Copyright?
Copyright in the simplest of terms means the right to copy. In Canada, copyright law is based on the 1921
Copyright Act, which has undergone various amendments, most notably in 2012 with Bill C-11’s Copyright
Modernization Act (Harris 17). Copyright protects written, musical and artistic creations from being used without
permission and a designated payment. Protection in Canada automatically begins once the work is in a tangible
form, lasts for 50 years after the creator’s death, and is recognized in 166 countries around the world (Harris 9).
Evolution of Copyright
The idea of copyright started with the 1710 British Act “for the Encouragement of Learning” (Murray and
Trosow 183) when the only way to reproduce work was to print it out by hand. Fast forward to today, where it
is difficult to enforce copyright in our “cut and paste” technological world with computers, the internet, printers,
photocopiers, and various apps. Everyone has a cellphone in hand, with easy access to a camera, music and
video streaming. Copyright no longer seems to focus on protecting the owners or encouraging learning, as
corporations and collectives prioritize controlling and monetizing intellectual property. When we purchase
books or music, either in physical or digital forms, we do not own the rights to the material. Instead, we are
given a license for private use, on specific platforms, and are restricted on what we can do when we no longer
need it; This in turn, creates opportunities for increased sales. Court cases have made headlines over the years
due to disagreements over copyright interpretations as educational institutions believe that broader access to
using protected materials is necessary for student learning and the subsequent positive impact on society. One
major source of contention is the amount of photocopying done by educators; The Copyright Act says that
anything less than a “substantial part” of a work can be copied or performed without authorization, but it is
unclear if this refers to quantity or the qualitative amount (Harris 139).
How can schools create an educated and informed citizenry if written works, music and artistic productions have
limited accessibility due to copyright price tags? How can teachers and teacher-librarians expose students to
quality learning resources when budgets are limited and it is impossible to keep up with the rapid changes to
technology? Canadian educational institutions and students spend hundreds of millions of dollars annually on
books, software and other copyrighted materials, collective licenses and tariffs (Murray and Trosow 182). It is
difficult to determine however, whether school districts should risk potential legal consequences by choosing to
support a liberal interpretation of copyright law, or pay the licensing fees and pass the costs on to students and
taxpayers. This is where we currently sit at today, as the courts continue to issue rulings on copyright disputes
between publishers and educational institutions. Teachers and Teacher-Librarians must be aware of basic
copyright laws and how they impact classrooms and Library Learning Commons.
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Key Terms to know

Access Copyright: Formed in 1988, is a Toronto-based, non-profit, government mandated, collective society
representing thousands of Canadian copyright owners of textual works, except for Quebec (Graham 2). They
administer published works reproduction rights and collect payments for distribution to the owners (“Signal of
Hope”, Janzen 4).
Association of Canadian Publishers (ACP): Represents the Canadian-owned, English-language publishing
houses
Copyright Matters: Publication by Canadian Teacher’s Federation, the Council of Ministers of Education and
the Canadian School Boards Association which offers guidance on Canadian Copyright in education (Janzen 4).
This is a key resource that teachers and teacher-librarians should have on hand and be familiar with.
Copyright Modernization Act (Bill C-11): CMA is an update to the Copyright Act, permits certain education
-related uses of copyrighted material, including in online lessons (Harris 18). It requires that the Copyright Act
is reviewed every 5 years because of how quickly the landscape changes.
Course pack: This definition from www.xanedu.com succinctly describes a course pack as a “compilation of
course materials put into one easy-to-access place for students. Course Packs can act as a supplement to a
textbook or as a replacement. Our publisher-neutral approach lets you combine content from virtually
anywhere including: Journal and scholarly articles, book chapters, business cases, multimedia, original or selfauthored material, OER, and more.”
Creative Commons: The non-profit Creative Commons has a website at www.creativecommons.org.
Copyright owners can choose to license their work for free, with stipulations on how it is used (Harris 212).
The Creative Commons “makes sharing, reusing, remixing, and building on the creative works of others
understandable and legal” (Johnson 164).
Fair dealing: Part of Canadian Copyright, applies in certain circumstances, is not clearly defined, and is left to
the courts to decipher. “Refers to conditions under which some part of copyrighted content may be used
without paying a rightsholder or getting permission” (“On Copyright and Copies in Canada”). The Copyright
Act says that fair dealing “for the purpose of research, private study, education, parody or satire does not
infringe copyright” (Macklem and Trosow 220).
Fair Use:– Is part of the American Copyright Act, and is comprised of 4 clearly defined factors, with a nonexclusive approach (Macklem and Trosow 222).
Infringement or violation of copyright: The unauthorized use of
copyrighted materials, regardless of ignorance or good intentions
(Harris 213-216).
Public domain works: Copyright cannot be extended or renewed.
Once expired, the work is no longer protected and can be used
without permission or compensation; It becomes part of the public
domain (Harris 133).
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A Timeline of Copyright and Education in Canada
1990s Most publicly-funded educational institutions had blanket reproductive licenses with Access Copyright (Graham 1).
2004 Supreme Court of Canada ruled in CCH v Law Society of Upper Canada, broadening scope of fair dealing, referring to
“user’s rights” as part of copyright law, and applying a liberal interpretation of research (Murray and Trosow 184, Harris 167).

2004 Most colleges and universities adopted the 2004-2007 general license negotiated between the Association of Universities
and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) and Access Copyright. The 2007 rate per fulltime equivalent student was $3.58 plus a royalty
of 10 cents per page of course pack material (“On Copyright and Copies in Canada”).
2007-2010 The license renewed annually while dissatisfaction grew in the education community, due to the belief that it should
be based on the new interpretations of fair dealing (Murray and Trosow 195).
2010 Access Copyright did not renew licenses and filed interim tariff application with Copyright Board, to cover postsecondary institutions 2011-2013; $45 per FTE university student, $35 for colleges, adding in need for multiple audits, reporting
and monitoring provisions. Compromise $26 tariff reached but York University would not pay (Murray and Trosow 195, “On
Copyright and Copies in Canada”).
Jan 2012 – July 2012 Access Copyright negotiated licensing agreements but many colleges and universities rejected them as
unnecessary or unsuitable (Murray and Trosow 197).
July 2012 Supreme Court of Canada ruled on 5 copyright case appeals in four different industries. Deemed reasonable for
teachers to copy textbooks for student instruction if royalties were already being paid, in the case of Alberta v Access Copyright.
Also stated that “private study” included students in a classroom (Harding 60, 66). The rulings created “one of the world’s most
closely watched standoffs between educational institutions and book publishers” (“Signal of Hope”).
2012 Bill C-11 Copyright Modernization Act enacted. Added “education” as a fair dealing purpose, but left it open to
interpretation (“On Copyright and Copies in Canada”). Educational institutions shifted focus away from blanket collective
licensing, to user’s rights and direct licensing with copyright owners. It “opened the door to illegal and systemic copying by the
K-12 and post-secondary education sector, which has now accrued cumulative liabilities of more than $150 million.” (“Signal of
Hope”).
Fall 2012 New fair dealing guidelines for educational institutions released, universities worked with a 10% approach where
teachers can photocopy up to that amount of a book. K-12 schools followed suit (Murray and Trosow 197, “Signal of Hope”).
April 2013 Access Copyright filed lawsuit in Federal court against York University, claiming that their fair dealing guidelines
authorized and encouraged illegal copying. Also filed with Copyright Board against K-12 and post-secondary sectors (Murray
and Trosow 197).
July 2017 Federal Court ruled in Access Copyright v York University that YU’s interpretation of photocopying was unfair and
that they could not opt out of paying licensing fees; Someone could copy 100% of a book if they divided it into 10 sections and
stated each section was for a different class. Photocopying 10% could be the core of the author’s work (“Signal of Hope”).
Feb 2018 Ontario school boards, and Ministries of Education for all provinces except BC and Quebec, filed lawsuit for $25
million against Access Copyright for paying too much from 2010-2012 to copy published materials, based on the 2013 lowered
tariff (“Signal of Hope”, Janzen 4). BC started process to file independent suit. Access Copyright countered with $50 million
lawsuit, stating that schools make more photocopies of copyrighted material than they pay for. Lawsuit required 300 Canadian
schools to scan 7 years of lesson plans into a database for review. (“Provincial Ministries of Education File Suit”, Janzen 4).
Mar 2018 Council of Ministers of Education (CMEC) released policy statement on fair dealing for elementary and secondary
schools. Can be found as Fair Dealing Guidelines on the CMEC website.
April 2020 Appellate Court ruled that educational community “had acted wrongly, but that schools and universities are not
required to pay” the tariffs (“Signal of Hope”).
Oct 2020

Supreme Court of Canada agrees to hear Access Copyright and York University’s appeal case (“Signal of Hope”).
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Copyright in the Classroom and LLC
Potential Copyright Issues
Informed by the history of Canadian copyright issues with the education sector, now consider when potential
copyright issues could arise at school. This is not an exhaustive list, and is intended as a thought-starter. It is worth
accessing the CMEC Fair Dealing Tool to further investigate these.
Educators (Including teacher-librarians)
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Photocopying a book, textbook, single-use workbooks, sheet music and distributing to students
Distributing work from Teachers Pay Teachers without purchasing additional licenses
Using personal CDs, DVDs, or streaming content via Netflix, YouTube or iTunes
Posting copyrighted material to school or classroom websites
Posting student’s work to a website without student or guardian permission
Using work computers to create intellectual property, and/or storing it on District cloud services
Using photos of book and other media jackets

Students
Using copyrighted photographs and information from books and textbooks without citations
• Downloading music for assignments
• Creating digital content online using other copyrighted materials
Schools
• Using music for assemblies, PA system, dances, or events where admittance fee is charged
• Translating materials for accessibility
• Hosting movie night fundraisers
•

Did you know?
Students own copyright of their work. “Any reproduction of their work beyond the bounds of fair dealing or
other exceptions must be done with their permission “(Murray and Trosow 193).
Teachers should refer to their employment contract if they want to know who owns the work product they
created (Murray and Trosow 193). Example: If math teachers create examination papers for their students,
the copyright belongs to the employer (Harris 115).
Copyright permission is required if you translate work from French to English (Harris 143).
“If you scan or digitize a photograph you are making a digital reproduction of it and must obtain permission to
do so. Likewise, if you download an article from the Internet and save it on your hard drive or print it, you
are making a reproduction of a work.” (Harris 138).
“Posting content (eg: a photograph) on social media … is a reproduction of the image. Reposting an image
found online is a reproduction of the image.” (Harris 139).
Copyright act states that no assignment or grant is valid unless in writing and signed by the owner. A verbal
agreement is not adequate (Harris 205).
“Websites created and operated by teachers for students are not considered educational institutions, nor are they
authorized by the school … the Copyright Act’s user’s rights for schools do not apply … cannot guarantee
password protection nor can they ensure that only students in particular classes see the copyright-protected
material” (Tooth 9).
Netflix does not sell subscriptions to schools, and consumer contracts stipulate accounts are for personal use
6

L. SUTHERLAND NOV 2020

COPYRIGHT IN THE LLC

Copyright in the Classroom and LLC
What happens if copyright is violated?
The Copyright Act does not specify who can be named in a lawsuit, therefore anyone who violates copyright
may be sued, including those who are legally responsible for those individuals (Harris 233). The copyright
holder can be awarded $500-20,000 for each time an infringement occurred for commercial purposes, $100$5,000 for non-commercial, even if the individual was unaware of the violation (Harris 239, Haslett).
In the USA last year, an education publisher repeatedly warned, and eventually sued the Houston School District
because staff were copying and posting their materials online. After the jury awarded the publisher $9.2 million,
the District implemented mandatory annual copyright training for all staff (Cavanagh).

A Manitoba school was issued a fine for copying a CBC news program, because they misunderstood the
difference between news content versus documentary (Tooth 25).
COVID and REMOTE TEACHING
During the onset of the 2020 Covid pandemic schools were suddenly shuttered, leaving educators to pivot and
shift to remote teaching. In addition to the complications and bugs that had to be worked out with learning new
apps and platforms, issues of privacy and copyright added to the confusion.
Some new copyright considerations:
Teachers posting textbook pages, book pages, content found online, to classroom websites or Teams
• Live read-alouds online in Teams or Zoom
• Recording a read-aloud and posting online
• Recording teachers or students performing copyrighted music online
•

“Canadian creators and publishers have been deprived of fair payment by the education sector for almost a
decade. COVID-19 has made the wound of not being paid even more painful.”
– Roanie Levy, Access Copyright President and CEO (“Signal of Hope”)
According to Lisa Macklem (Ph.D Candidate in Law at University of Western Ontario) and Samuel Trosow
(Associate Professor, University of Western Ontario),
fair dealing should be looked at through a broad
interpretation in our time of pandemic measures. They
state that “the benefit to the public in providing
remote coursework, is obvious when it enables
teaching to continue in the face of social distancing
measures or quarantine, or when access to physical
library materials is impossible” and that “our
conclusion is bolstered by the doctrine of technological
neutrality, which should leave educators and their students in the same position as they were in the physical
classroom” (244-245).
7

L. SUTHERLAND NOV 2020

COPYRIGHT IN THE LLC

Copyright in the Classroom and LLC
COVID and REMOTE TEACHING continued ...

Council of Ministers of Education Canada (CMEC)
Educators should take the time to read the CMEC resource on their website, Online learning during the
Covid-19 pandemic: Frequently asked questions Sept 2020. It lists 13 questions and answers, that
reference:
•

Access Copyright’s Read Aloud Canadian Books Program

•

Teachers reading stories in an online platform to students, and recording themselves doing a read-aloud

• Teachers posting to password-protected websites
•

Teachers incorporating recorded music into their videos

•

Recording students practicing or performing music or other copyrighted materials online

•

Posting textbook pages online

•

Using photographs, images, activities that are copy and pasted for students

Read-alouds
When schools shifted to remote teaching, some publishing companies temporarily allowed open access to use
books for read-alouds. Educators had to keep track of which companies were participating, what the
stipulations were, and when the access expired. There was also confusion about whether such access to
American publishing houses was applicable in Canada (Beaudry). The copyright collective for Canadian
publishers, Access Copyright, implemented a Read Aloud program. As of November 2020, Access
Copyright’s website at www.accesscopyright.ca has a section for Educators, which includes the “Read Aloud
Canadian Books Program”. It states that this program:
“is available as a complimentary add-on to the Access Copyright license at licensed K-12 and independent
schools, as well as licensed public libraries, from July 1 to December 31, 2020.” It also provides the
guidelines involved, and a list of participating publishers and authors. If you are with a licensed
organization you are permitted to read “all or part of select in-print books from participating publishers
and authors, and to post the video recording online.”
Access Copyright guidelines may include advising them on how you are using the material, how to
acknowledge publishers in the video you create, and when the video needs to be removed. If you would like
to use a book from an American publishing house you need to check their websites for information. If a
Canadian publisher not listed in the Read Aloud program, you can contact Access Copyright. Educators will
need to check back with Access Copyright in January 2021 to see if the Read Aloud program has been
extended, and whether terms changed.
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Copyright in the Classroom and LLC
Educators
There are 3 main reasons why educators need to be fluent in the basics of copyright:
1. They work with copyrighted materials as part of their daily teachings
2. They need to be informed in order to teach students information literacy and ethical behavior as part of
the curriculum
3. They might otherwise limit their own access to using good teaching materials in fear of violating
copyright laws
According to the CMEC Copyright Matters document:
“Since teachers use copyright-protected materials as well as educate the copyright owners and users of
tomorrow, they have the unique responsibility to set the right example … Teachers must be cognizant
of the copyright status of resource materials in their possession” (1)

Students
Today’s students need to be well versed in digital and information literacies, and they need to understand how to
properly access copyrighted materials and use these resources in an ethical manner. This is summed up by
Doug Johnson in his book The Indispensable Librarian as he explains that “We must allow the fair use of
copyrighted material in student work, but expect students to be able to articulate why they believe it constitutes
fair use. Only when students begin to think about copyright and other intellectual property guidelines from the
point of view of the producer as well as the consumer can they form mature attitudes and act in responsible
ways when questions about these issues arise. And as an increasing number of students become content
creators sharing their work through YouTube, Flickr, social networking sites and countless other Web 2.0 tools,
this should be an easier concept for them to grasp” (163). Impact on students is further addressed in following
pages.
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Copyright in the Classroom and LLC
Teacher-Librarians
While it is not the role of Teacher-Librarians to be the copyright police at their schools, they still need to be fluent
in the topic because they are in charge of the LLC which provides copyrighted books and resources for the school
community. They also need to be able to teach, and collaborate with staff on educating students about copyright
and ethical use of materials, information literacy.
Doug Johnson also articulates that “expertise in copyright has long been an expected contribution of the librarian
to the school. We teach students to cite sources, how to avoid plagiarism, and how to assign permissions to
original work” (159) and that “the librarian’s role is to help teachers and students establish an informed, personal
‘level of comfort’ in using other’s intellectual property” (162). The BCTF lists some copyright resources, including
the Copyrightlaws.com website. While it is not specific to teacher-librarians, they describe a librarian’s primary
function as “guardians of content” and say that since they have historically been the go-to for information on
copyright rules, librarians must be “effective copyright educators”.
In Weisburg and Toor’s New on the Job: A School Librarian’s Guide to Success, the AASL (American Association of
School Librarians) believes that Teacher Librarians must teach students ethical behavior in information, preferably
in an collaborative effort with classroom teachers (185). The Ontario Library Association’s Together for Learning:
School Libraries and the Emergence of Learning Commons discusses the important role of LLCs in copyright education.
They state that “character education is at the soul of the LC” by promoting personal and social growth through
teachings on plagiarism, privacy, copyright, bias, curiosity, respect and responsibility, especially in light of the
information age that we live in (31, 34).
The Canadian Library Association’s publication Learning Learning: Standards of Practice for School Library Learning
Commons in Canada 2014 defines Information Literacy as “the ability to access, evaluate, use and share information
effectively and ethically” and includes honoring intellectual property (26). One of the Learning Standards is
Fostering Literacies to Empower Life-Long Learners with the theme of
Information Literacy. The ultimate goal for a teacher-librarian in this
category is to lead “the school community in the design of information
literacy learning strategies and processes in order to empower
independent learners” (17). A second theme in this category is Digital
Literacy and Citizenship, with the goal of a Teacher-Librarian
“empowering students to take ownership of their digital
responsibilities” (18). These underscore the importance of TeacherLibrarians taking on leadership roles that ensure students are fluent in
information and digital literacies, to prepare them for the digital society
they participate in.
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Copyright in the Classroom and LLC
Teacher-Librarians continued ...
As Barbara Fiehn (associate professor, Library Media Education at Western Kentucky University) explains, “As
digital access continues to grow, students and teachers need to make the connection between their electronic
actions and codes of conduct, ethics and laws … the growing digital world makes it easy to infringe on
intellectual property rights. As a result, there is an increased need for awareness and education about both
copyright and ethical behavior”. She points out that various library and technology professional organizations
such as IFLA (International Federation of Library Associations) have codes of conduct and ethics which have
expectations on how information is accessed and used (36). Educators, including Teacher-Librarians, have a
responsibility and expectation to model ethical use of information.
Increasing Awareness and Teaching Copyright

Increasing Awareness
These are some ideas on how Teacher-Librarians can promote copyright literacy in their school community:
• Create a section for copyright information and resources on the Virtual Learning Commons
•

Hold staff workshops, create infographics, create a webography or pathfinder, provide a list of
copyright resources, talk about how to incorporate copyright into the classroom culture

•

Purchase books and other resources that support learning about copyright for staff and students

•

Work with staff on collaborative activities to teach copyright, ethical use of information, plagiarism, and
how to cite resources

•

Model ethical use of information

•

Post signs in the Library Learning Commons
and near the photocopiers

All educators can increase copyright awareness by
doing the following:
• Be fluent in the basics of copyright as they

pertain to the classroom and LLC
• Teach lessons on copyright, ethical behavior,
plagiarism, information literacy
• Refer to copyright during the day when doing
read-alouds, using textbooks, showing videos,
and handing out photocopies
• Model ethical copyright behavior
Educators need to think about the types of assignments they are giving students and ensure that they are not
violating copyright or privacy laws. The online world is full of information at our fingertips and it takes mere
seconds to cut and paste or hit a send button. Students need to consider the authenticity and quality of the
sources they use, and know how to properly cite texts, photos and videos.
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Copyright in the Classroom and LLC
Increasing Awareness and Teaching Copyright … continued

BC Curriculum
The first step for teachers and Teacher-Librarians is to check the BC Curriculum to see where copyright is
incorporated as part of curricular competencies. As of November 2020, these are the 4 specific subjects in
which it is mentioned:
ADST Gr 6 & 7 Digital Literacy—legal and ethical considerations, including creative credit and
copyright, and cyberbullying
ADST Media Arts Gr 8—issues in ethical media practices, including cultural appropriation, moral
copyright, reproduction, and privacy
Web Development Gr 10—copyright, Creative Commons, fair use protocols for media and content, and
ethics of cultural appropriation
Instrumental Music Gr 12—creative and digital copyright for composers, publishers, and producers of

music

Activities
These are some ideas on how to incorporate copyright teachings:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Refer to how you are using copyright ethically when handing out photocopies, when you show a video
or photo
Instill the thought process of how we use copyright materials in the course of our day at school, work,
and personal lives, and how to respect them
Talk about the importance and requirements of copyright law
Have students debate about whether or not copyright is necessary
Have students access various copyright education websites
Teach students how to properly cite copyright resources

Doug Johnson offered an interesting suggestion, that “students should be required to assign a Creative
Commons designation to each piece of original work they produce—especially those items they will be
publishing online or in print. By thinking about how one wants his or her own work treated, one is forced to
consider the rights and wishes of other creators as well. Counselling teachers to use a Creative Commons
designation on their work is a good thing as well” (163).

12

L. SUTHERLAND NOV 2020

COPYRIGHT IN THE LLC

Resources

Teachers and teacher-librarians should be aware of resources available to help inform themselves and their
students about Copyright. The Copyright Matters document published by the CMEC and their online Fair
Dealing Decision Tool are ones that all educators should become familiar with. Since the CMEC is an
intergovernmental body of Education Ministers across Canada, they are the best source for current guidelines on
copyright. These are websites and resources of interest from a National and Provincial level, as well as the
School District:
National Level
Canadian Government website has the Copyright Act and further information at:
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/index.html
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/eng/h_wr02281.html

Council of Ministers of Education (CMEC)
http://cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/291/Copyright_Matters.pdf
www.fairdealingdecisiontool.ca/DecisionTool/
Canadian Library Association
https://cla.ca/resources/copyright-information/

Canadian Teachers Federation
https://www.ctf-fce.ca/?s=copyright&x=0&y=0
Provincial Level
BCTF – lists some weblinks, including https://www.copyrightlaws.com
BCTLA – no specific references listed as of Nov 2020
FOCUSED EDUCATION - https://bcerac.ca/agreements/socan-agreement/
Focused Education Resources Society is a not-for-profit that replaced ERAC (Educational
Resources Acquisition Consortium) and BCEM (BC Education Marketplace) in July 2019. They
evaluate K-12 learning resources and oversee licensing agreements for school districts, including the
SOCAN license (Society of Composers, Authors and Music Publishers of Canada) which covers all
non-educational uses of music in schools. Re:Sound is the Canadian licensing company for artists
and record company performance rights, and Focused Education DOES NOT pay for this. If you
require a Re:Sound license in Surrey Schools you must contact LRS (Learning Resources Services).
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Resources
Teaching Resources

Adventures of Cyberbee

Creative Commons

Copyright Kids

https://creativecommons.org

www.copyrightkids.org
Copyright resources for
teachers and students

For open source images

www.cyberbee.com/copyrt.html
Copyright resources for teachers and
students

Common Sense Education
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/the-right-stuff-teaching-kids-about-copyright
Search under teacher-created “teaching copyright” to pull up variety of resources and videos

Common Sense Media
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/3-great-lesson-plans-on-copyright

Copyright & Creativity (USA)
www.copyrightandcreativity.org
Copyright & Creativity : K-12 Teaching Resources on Copyright and Fair Use
Free lessons, videos, PDFs age appropriate

Media Education Lab

Electronic Frontier Foundation

https://mediaeducationlab.com/code-bestpractices-fair-use-media-literacy-education

https://www.eff.org/teachingcopyright
Curriculum, handouts, lessons, resources

Lesson plans and resources
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Resources
Copyright Questions?

Council of Ministers of Education Canada (CMEC)
Copyright, Fair Dealing, and the Classroom: What Teachers Can and Cannot Do
cmec.ca/docs/copyright/CopyrightFairDealingClassroom_EN.pdf

Copyright Matters
www.cmec.ca/140/Copyright_Matters!.html
A 29-page document last updated in 2016. Put together by the Council of Ministers of Education
Canada, Canadian School Boards Association and the Canadian Teacher’s Federation
Fair Dealing Guidelines Poster
https://www.cmec.ca/docs/copyright/Fair_Dealing_Guidelines_EN.pdf
Guidelines for K-12 and post-secondary in accordance with Copyright Act, Supreme Court decisions
Fair Dealing Decision Tool
http://www.fairdealingdecisiontool.ca/DecisionTool/
Guidelines on copyright questions pertaining to education
COVID-19 Copyright Q&A
http://www.fairdealingdecisiontool.ca/Resources/covid19/

Access copyright
https://www.accesscopyright.ca/read-aloud/
Information on the Read Aloud program from Canadian Publishers
https://www.accesscopyright.ca/educators/because-paying-the-creator-matters/
Resources and information for schools that have a license with Access Copyright

Focused Education Resources
https://bcerac.ca
15
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Conclusion
Being informed about copyright is a necessary part of an educator’s job, in order to protect themselves and their
students, and to effectively support teaching students information literacy. The 2020 shift to remote teaching
has increased the risk of inadvertent violations of copyright, thus increasing the need to stay up to date with
current regulations. Educators should not be afraid of incorporating copyrighted material into their teachings,
they just need to ensure that they can support their actions with a reference to CMEC guidelines and fair
dealings.
On a final note, as an additional take-away, it is well worth expanding our view of the copyright umbrella by
considering how it relates to our curricular focus on Indigenous Education. For example, how can this be
incorporated into a classroom lesson, by referencing Indigenous cultural property?

Laura Murray and Samuel Trosow’s book Canadian Copyright: A Citizen’s Guide addresses this topic on pages 220222, and provide some very thought-provoking comments. They explain that Indigenous storytelling and
traditional medicine pose a challenge to intellectual property law because they do not fall into specific categories.
Traditional knowledge pre-dates the Canadian Copyright, and has no single author, with ownership being based
on custodianship, community and responsibility. Indigenous communities take issue against the reproduction or
alteration of works that might damage the honor of a clan, culture or nation, which is similar to the moral rights
outlined in copyright law.
Educators could provide opportunities for students to discuss this topic and their opinions about how this is
relevant closer to home, with Vancouver souvenirs often including totem pole key rings, and t-shirts with
representations of First Nations style
artwork. What about children’s picture
books that are loosely based on First
Nations storytelling, but not written by
First Nations peoples?
We all utilize copyright materials and
resources in many aspects of our daily
lives. BC educators play a key role in
leading the Ministry’s mandate of
developing educated citizens who
contribute to society and are respectful of
others. Teaching students about copyright
across all curricular subjects and providing
them a solid footing in digital and
information literacies is key to achieving
this mandate in our technology-driven
world. As with the example provided
using an Indigenous lens to copyright, we
should challenge our perspective on what
we consider to be intellectual or
copyrightable property and whether or not it is being respected and acknowledged.
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