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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
By Kristie Oxley
As the new year starts, COVID numbers are once again on our minds. Surging numbers
delayed the return of students to classes and the term Functional Closure is now heard
everywhere. While I'm disappointed that January's BCTLA Executive Meeting will once again
be a virtual affair, I'm hopeful that we will return to in-person events soon. I'm also
reminded of all the incredible LLC activities and initiatives shared by all of you during our
first round of remote learning almost two years ago. Please share with us what you're
working on now in your LLC to engage students during these uncertain times. Tag us on
Twitter, post something on our Facebook channel or even email us at psac49@bctf.ca. I
hope that sharing will spotlight the amazing things TLs do!
While it's hard to ignore the ever-present pandemic issues, there is so much to celebrate in
our LLCs over the next few months. Lunar New Year is only a few weeks away. Black History
Month runs throughout February. Those of you looking for resources to support Black
History Month may be interested in the Diversity Book List created last February by
Teacher-Librarians around the province during our Diversity webinar. Love Your School
Library Day is on February 14th, and our poster can be found here. If your LLC does
something for one of these observances, please share it with us through social media or
email stories and pictures to be included in our next newsletter.
In other news, the BCTLA Executive is already planning our 2022 Conference. This year, we
will be hosting the Treasure Mountain Canada (TMC) conference in conjunction with
Canadian School Libraries. TMC will run Friday night and Saturday after our regular
conference. More information will be shared in the months to come.
Wishing all of you a safe return to school!
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Mary Locke
Val Hamilton Lifetime
Achievement Award

Rebeca Rubio
BCTLA President's Award

Jenny Chang
BCTLA New Teacher-Librarian
of the Year Award

Jennifer Araujo
BCTLA Teacher-Librarian
of the Year Award

Emily Huang
BCTLA New Teacher-Librarian
of the Year Award

2022 BCTLA Award and Grants
This year's Awards and Grants nominations are now open. Please

BCTLA President’s Award

consider nominating a TL for one of the following awards or putting

Ken Haycock Professional Development Grant

forward your own name for a grant.

BCTLA Representative Speaker Grant
William H. Scott Memorial BCTLA Conference Grant

BC Teacher-Librarian of the Year – Diana Poole Memorial Award

Regional BCTLA Conference Grant

BC New Teacher-Librarian of the Year Award
Val Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award

Nominations are due by March 15, 2022. Please submit each

BCTLA Honorary Life Membership Award

nomination using this form.
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DEAR 2021
TLs from around the province shared their DEAR celebration stories...

MARY JANE SHANNON
At Mary Jane Shannon we had a camp out today at Camp MJS in
our gym. 'Forts' were set up from tables, paper and mats and a
campfire was projected on the wall. Benches, chairs and hockey
nets were also set up around the gym with mats for sitting. Buddy
classes came in and read with their buddies by flashlight. The kids
had so much fun and each class read for half an hour! Longer than
they normally read in their classrooms. Students enjoyed it so
much we are thinking of hosting more reading events throughout
the year.

ÉCOLE GLENMORE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
École Glenmore Elementary School in
Kelowna celebrated DEAR by reading outside.
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SOUTH ISLAND
DISTANCE EDUCATION
South Island Distance Education School is a K-12
public school that serves school-aged children
and adults who are on the path to graduation. We
have over 700 FTE students and are staffed with
0.6 FTE Teacher-Librarian time. This job is split
into two: we have a K-8 Teacher-Librarian
position (0.3 FTE) and a grade 9-12 TeacherLibrarian position (0.3 FTE).
This year for DEAR we asked staff and students to
send pictures of themselves reading in “unusual
places”. Here are some of our staff entries:
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WORKING & LEARNING
CONDITIONS SURVEY
The annual BCTLA Working and Learning Conditions Survey is now
open.
This survey collects important data working conditions of
teacher-librarians around the province. The resulting annual

CHAPTER GRANTS
Chapter grants have been increased to $500 for Chapters this year. If
your Chapter wants to host an event or workshop, please apply for the

reports serve as powerful advocacy tools for all TLs.
The survey can be found here or on the BCTLA website. Deadline
for submission is February 7, 2022.

grant to help out with your expenses. There will be 4 grants available
and all the details can be found on the BCTLA website under Chapter
Services.

LITERATURE REVIEW
The BCTLA would like to call out to Chapters to help review some of
our important publications and position statements to keep them
updated and current. If your Chapter is interested in reviewing any of
the following, please contact us at psac49@bctf.ca
What is a Teacher-Librarian
School Library Programs
Book Levelling
From School Library to Library Learning Commons

Stories to Share Around the Province
We want to share your stories to uplift each other. If you are
doing something awesome in your district, please let us know
so that we can share it here with everyone in the province!
Please email your stories to psac49@bctf.ca

