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President’s Report 
~ Submitted by Kristie Oxley 

 
It’s hard to write this president’s report and not jump directly to COVID issues. Nevertheless, 

there was life before COVID, and I will start there.   
 
September 2019 started with the BCTLA Executive Committee finalizing plans for our annual 

conference. This year the conference was held at the newly opened Salish Secondary School in Surrey. 
The theme of the conference was Dewey to Diversity. We began our day by honouring our award 
recipients. Congratulations to: 

 

• BC Teacher-Librarian of the Year: Susan Henderson, Coquitlam 

• BC New Teacher-Librarian of the Year: Sharon Neumann, Peace River South 

• Val Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award: Patricia Finlay, Burnaby, and Leslie Ikeda, 
Coquitlam 

• BCTLA President’s Award: Maureen McDonough, Martha Cameron, Leigh Husieff, 
Surrey 

 
 Our keynote speaker, Dominique Sullivan, spoke on the topic of wellness and avoiding 

compassion fatigue. The conference ran smoothly until the afternoon, at which time a power outage 
struck the school and surrounding community. Instead of canceling sessions, presenters put away their 
computers and shifted their presentations to become more conversational or demonstrative. Despite 
this unexpected complication, we received mostly positive feedback on the conference from 
participants.  

 
The next day we held our Chapter Councillor meeting at the BCTF. BCTLA Professional 

Development Coordinator, Doni Gratton, organized the Blanket Exercise workshop, which took place at 
the beginning of the meeting. This workshop, delivered by a BCTF Facilitator, was an opportunity for the 
BCTLA to learn more about Indigenous history and rights in Canada. 

 
After schools shut down in March 2020, the BCTLA was forced to move its EC meetings online. 

Free Zoom accounts were provided to PSAs. Upon advice from the BCTF, we did not hold a year end 
AGM in 2020, and all EC members had their terms extended to the fall.  

 
Over the summer, many presidents of PSAs were appointed to Ministry of Education 

committees. I was appointed to two committees, and my role on these committees was to represent the 
interests of all PSAC members, including the BCTLA. One of these committees looked at professional 
development and learning resources needed for teachers due to COVID.  The second was a committee 
tasked with developing an online course on how to teach a hybrid (online and in person) course. 

 

Some highlights from 2019‐2020:  

Curriculum    

• Points of Inquiry revisions continue to be worked on. 
 
 
Collaboration   



• BCTLA was represented at PSA (Provincial Specialist Association) Council meetings. 

• Leisbet Beaudry & Jennifer Fox worked on a document outlining SLLC-specific COVID protocols, 

which was submitted to the BCTF. 

• Surrey Teacher-Librarian Association created an infographic highlighting multiple ways TLs can 

collaborate with teachers. This infographic can be found on our BCTLA website at 

https://bctla.ca/2019/02/17/what-about-t-l-collaboration/   

Communication 

• The BCTLA maintained an active presence on social media platforms such as Twitter with the 

aim of sharing information with members.  

• Newsletters were emailed throughout the year. 

• Additional informational emails were sent to members through the BCTF PSA membership area. 

• The Working and Learning Conditions Survey was conducted; the report is now online. 

• Online form for awards and grants continues to be used. 

• Website Coordinator continues to update the BCTLA website. 

 

Professional Development  

• The annual conference, From Dewey to Diversity was held in Surrey in October 2019. 

• Dominique Sullivan presented the conference’s keynote speech. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The September 30, 2019 Treasurer’s Report can be viewed at this link: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1iG-

eDmr7p4l9bj0IOQoQOJN0TGaA8ETOyVBnsgOdI1g/edit#gid=1780424737  

You will be prompted to request permission to access when clicking on this link. 

Coordinator, Membership and Surveys’ Report 

This year’s Working & Learning Conditions report can be accessed here: https://bctla.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/Working-and-Learning-Conditions-Survey-2019-20-1.pdf  

 

BCTLA EXECUTIVE 2019‐2020  

President: Kristie Oxley (New Westminster)   

Past President: Vacant  

Vice President: Sarah Wethered (New Westminster)    

Treasurer: Lisa Seddon (New Westminster)   

Secretary: Tammy Le (Surrey)   
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Coordinator, Chapters and Sections: Marilyn Lunde (Kootenay-Columbia) 

Coordinator, Advocacy: Sheri Kinney (Cowichan Valley)   

Coordinator, Websites: Chris Janzen (Langley)   

Coordinator, Membership and Surveys: Leisbet Beaudry (Prince George)   

Coordinator, Professional Development: Doni Gratton (West Vancouver)   

Coordinator, Special Projects and Events: Keely Thornton (Greater Victoria)   

Coordinator, Conference Committee: Jennifer Fox (Peace River South) 

Coordinator, Social Media and Communication: Lorraine Powell (Victoria) 

Member‐at‐Large: Carla Evans (Victoria) 

 

 


