
 
 
 

 

 

Annual Report 

2021-22 



President’s Report 
~ Submitted by Kristie Oxley 

 
This was my last year as president. It’s been a fabulous four years as president, and a privilege to 

work with so many TLs throughout that time. In the May, 2022, elections, Tammy Le was acclaimed 
president. Tammy Le was the BCTLA VP for the previous two years, as well as president of the Surrey 
Teacher-Librarians’ Association. There were also quite a few other changes to the BCTLA Executive 
Committee, as will be seen on the Contacts area of the webpage in September. The BCTLA has always 
been fortunate to have many dedicated TLs step up to take positions on our EC.  

 
The 2021-22 school year started, as usual, with the EC finalizing plans for our annual BCTLA 

conference in October. The conference, We Rise, was once again held online and was hosted on 
Easyreg’s platform. Conference Coordinator, Joseph Jeffrey, worked tirelessly to organize the 
conference, and Professional Development Coordinator, Jennifer Fox, did a fantastic job of organizing 
vendors. Unfortunately, on the day of the conference, the servers hosting Easyreg went offline and our 
conference site was lost. In an attempt to salvage the keynote address, I made the decision to send the 
Zoom link out on Twitter. The keynote was “Zoom Bombed,” and after a few seconds of inappropriate 
words and messages, the entire Zoom link was shut down. We rallied and sent out a new link directly to 
all members, and were able to salvage most of the keynote. A huge thank you to Devika Chudy, Marilyn 
Lunde and Keely Thornton for presenting our keynote panel. 

 
One the plus side, the previous evening’s BCTLA Social and Awards ceremony went off without a 

hitch. Special Events Coordinator, Keely Thornton, organized library related trivia, and the following 
award winners were honoured: 

 

• BC Teacher-Librarian of the Year: Jennifer Araujo, Burnaby 

• BC New Teacher-Librarian of the Year: Emily Huang, Surrey, and Jenny Chang, New 
Westminster 

• Val Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award: Mary Locke, Vancouver 

• BCTLA President’s Award: Rebeca Rubio, Richmond 
 

Shortly after our conference, we met with Anita Brooks Kirkland & Carol Koechlin to begin organizing 

Treasure Mountain Canada, a national school library conference put on by Canadian School Libraries 

each year. The TMC subcommittee met several times throughout the year to organize TMC on top of our 

regular conference. 

As part of our commitment to reconciliation, Advocacy Coordinator, Sheri Kinney, asked Teya 
Poorthunder to create our 2021 Drop Everything and Read poster. Teya is a 17-year-old artist from 
the sḵwxw̱ú7mesh nation.  



 
 
In November, I attended the BCTF Bargaining Conference as one of two PSAC representatives. 

This was an opportunity to advocate for the bargaining priorities set by PSAC the following Spring. 
  
In May, Tammy Le and I were able to help plan and then attend the PSAC 50th Anniversary 

celebration. This event was held after the May PSA council meeting and marked 50 years of BCTLA PSAs. 
 
 As a final act of advocacy for the year, the BCTLA was informed by Richard Beaudry of a massive 
anti-SOGI campaign aimed at public libraries across BC. Action 4 Canada, began writing letters to public 
libraries accusing them of dissemination of pornography and demanding that not only all SOGI materials 
be removed from public libraries, but that all names and contact info of those involved in selecting and 
purchasing SOGI materials be released to this organization immediately. I informed the PSA Coordinator, 
Grahame Rainy, of this issue in case schools were served similar letters throughout the summer. Tammy 
Le has added this issue to our EC meeting in September. 

 

Some highlights from 2021‐2022 :  

Curriculum    

• Points of Inquiry revisions were completed last year. Graphics were completed this year and the 
document was submitted to the PSA Coordinator, Grahame Rainey, for final approval. As of 
June, 2022, still awaiting approval. 

 
 
Collaboration   

• BCTLA was represented at PSA (Provincial Specialist Association) Council meetings. 



• Several collaboration meetings were set up between the BCTLA Treasure Mountain Conference 

(TMC) Sub-committee and TMC organizers, Anita Brooks Kirkland & Carol Koechlin. 

• Representatives of BCTLA, Kristie Oxley and Rebeca Rubio, were invited to speak to Ministry of 

Education representatives regarding new learning resource policies and support. Also in 

attendance were PSA Coordinator, Grahame Rainey, Focused Ed Liaison, Heather Daly, and 

Focused Education’s Director of Education Services, Maureen Ciarniello. 

Communication 

• The BCTLA maintained an active presence on social media platforms such as Twitter with the 

aim of sharing information with members.  

• Newsletters were emailed throughout the year. 

• Additional informational emails were sent to members through the BCTF PSA membership area. 

• The Working and Learning Conditions Survey was conducted; the report is now online. 

• Online form for awards and grants continues to be used. 

• Website Coordinator continues to update the BCTLA website 

 

Professional Development  

• The annual conference, We Rise, was held online again in October 2021. 

• Marilyn Lunde, Keely Thornton and Devika Chudy presented a panel keynote. 

• Several online sessions were available to participants. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The September 30, 2021 Treasurer’s Report can be viewed at this link: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NiW8Xy5GAZ59AFJ9UoO3H-

RyLCfhuUJ2/edit?rtpof=true#gid=796579805  

You will be prompted to request permission to access when clicking on this link. 

Coordinator, Membership and Surveys’ Report 

This year’s Working & Learning Conditions report can be accessed here: https://bctla.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2022/04/WLC-2021-2022.pdf  

 

BCTLA EXECUTIVE 2021‐2022  

President: Kristie Oxley (New Westminster)   

Past President: Vacant 

Vice President: Tammy Le (Surrey)  

Treasurer: Lisa Seddon (New Westminster)    

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NiW8Xy5GAZ59AFJ9UoO3H-RyLCfhuUJ2/edit?rtpof=true#gid=796579805
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NiW8Xy5GAZ59AFJ9UoO3H-RyLCfhuUJ2/edit?rtpof=true#gid=796579805
https://bctla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/WLC-2021-2022.pdf
https://bctla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/WLC-2021-2022.pdf


Secretary: Sarah Wethered (New Westminster)   

Coordinator, Chapters and Sections: Cherise Bouvier (Victoria) 

Coordinator, Advocacy: Sheri Kinney (Prince George)   

Coordinator, Websites: Devika Chudy (Maple Ridge -Pitt Meadows)   

Coordinator, Membership and Surveys: Emily Huang (Prince George)   

Coordinator, Professional Development: Jennifer Fox (Peace River South) 

Coordinator, Special Projects and Events: Keely Thornton (Greater Victoria)   

Coordinator, Conference Committee: Joseph Jeffery (Prince George) replaced mid-year by Nicole 

Wallace (Victoria) 

Coordinator, Social Media and Communication: Rebeca Rubio (Richmond) 

Member‐at‐Large: Nicole Wallace 

 

 


